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5 74 The School Review 

Velleius Paterculus. By Frank Eekest Rockwcod, A. M., Pio- 

fessor of Latin of the Bucknell University. pp. xxii-j-170. 

New York: Leach, Shewell & Sanborn. 

The activity of editors has made it possible for the college man 
of to-day to read Latin authors whose names even were unknown 
to good students a few years ago. 

This book of The Students' Series of Latin Classics contains 
chapters 41-131 inclusive of Part II of Velleius's work. These 
chapters treat of that portion of Roman history in which Julius, 
Augustus, and Tiberius Caesar were the prominent actors. 

The introduction has a sketch of the life of Velleius, a survey 
of the more marked characteristics of his style — that of the tran- 
sition period from the golden to the silver age — a history of the 
Murbach codex upon which all the editions are based, and a 
summary of the contents. 

The notes are full. They give, not so much mere translations 
of the text as the departure from classic usage, and explanations 
which make the historic setting clearer and more complete. A 
critical appendix gives and discusses the many variations of texts 
caused for the most part by the efforts of editors to supply words 
where the minor lacunae of the original manuscript introduced un- 
certainty. An index to the notes is an aid to critical study; so 
also is a genealogical table of the succession in the imperial fam- 
ily down to 68 A. D. The paper, binding, and typography are good. 

Marion Collegiate Institute IV. Carleton Tifft 

The Elements of English Grammar. By Alfred S. West. Cam- 
bridge University Press. New York : Macmillan & Co. 
A text-book in English grammar that contains just enough of 
comment and illustration to make the principles of the language 
definite yet comprehensible is a rare find. This is what Mr. West 
aims at, and well nigh attains. A volume of less than three 
hundred pages, it does not profess to be a complete manual of 
the English language; it furnishes just such facts as are needed 
by students graduating from secondary schools. Special care was 
evidently taken to omit all superfluities, and sometimes logical 
accuracy is sacrificed to intelligibility. But the latter is attained 
to such an extent that the veil is lifted from many mysteries that 
are usually relegated to the larger works. Much useful informa- 
tion is given in the historical survey, of the first few chapters, as 
well as in the subsequent discussion of the sounds and signs of 
the language. The author has done a favor to students of Eng- 
lish in every sphere, for as a concise reference book, the work is 
complete, and as a text-book it would be of great value in supple- 
menting the bare elementary knowledge obtained in the early 
stage of the preparatory course. 

Colgate Academy E. IV. Smith 



